RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.                     205
arguing, or rather persuading you to inform yourself of things, and know beforehand what you are going to do, that you may not run into misery blindfold, and make your marriage be, as old Hobbes said of his death, a leap in the dark.
Sist. I think all marriages are a leap in the dark in one respect or another.
Eld. Sist. Well, sister, if it be so, it should not be so in matters of religion in whatever other case it is so ; that should be clear, whatever is doubtful; that should be examined into, and perfectly discovered, whatever is omitted: the mistakes in this are fatal to both sides, and often irretrievable, and the consequences dismal.
Sist. It is all a hazard, and that amongst the rest. Eld. Sist. No, no, sister; I am firm in my opinions ; you and I have often argued it when you seemed to be of my mind. It is true there is a hazard in every part of the change of life ; we risk our peace, our affection, our liberty, our fortunes, but we ought never to risk our religion.
Sist. Why I am not running the risk of my own religion, though I do not know his.
Eld. Sist. Yes,   truly,  in  some  measure, sister, you do, and your own words acknowledged it just now.    Did you not say, that if he would not be of your opinion, you would be of his ?    And is it not often that we see young women change their opinions, nay, change the very principles of their religion, in compliance with their husbands ? Sist. Well, and is it not very well to do so ? Eld. Sist. If their principles were ill-founded before, they do well to change them, to be sure; but is it not oftener that they rather abandon principle, than exchange it; lose their religion, than increase it?    For you cannot suggest, that all the women who have changed their opinions, in compliance